Blunt laryngeal trauma in children.
The diagnosis of laryngeal trauma in an adult trauma patient is usually readily made. It is frequently overlooked in children, however, because of the severity of their concomitant injuries and the unfamiliarity of pediatricians with this type of injury. The child with laryngeal trauma may develop respiratory distress much more quickly than an adult because of the relatively small dimensions of the pediatric airway and the apparent propensity for children to develop edema of the soft tissues of the larynx. This report retrospectively reviews our experience during the past several years with ten children who experienced blunt laryngeal trauma. Emphasis is placed upon the diverse etiologies of laryngeal trauma in children and the importance of both flexible and rigid laryngoscopy in the diagnosis and management of these patients.